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SECT ION 7

Why It Hallucinates

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

A confident improviser — an actor who never breaks character. It would rather make
something up that fits than say “I don’t know.”

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Predicts plausible not true — being right is a side effect.

Knows the topic plausible and true line up → it’s correct.

Doesn’t know it still fluent and confident → plausible but wrong.

🌍  IN THE WILD

Fake citations, invented quotes, made-up
software functions, confident wrong dates.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

It has no truth detector, and hallucination
can’t be fully patched out. Confidence is a
style, not evidence.

👉  REMEMBER Trust, but verify. Always.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


